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© Overhead console. 

© An overhead console for an automobile or the 
like includes a storage compartment (20) disposed 
between a headliner (30) and the roof structure (35) 



of the vehicle for efficient utilization of space. The 
compartment is covered by the headliner for en- 
hanced aesthetic appeal. 
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OVERHEAD CONSOLE 



Technical Field 

This invention relates generally to overhead 
consoles for motor vehicles and specifically to such 
overhead consoles having enhanced storage ca- 
pacity and appearance. 



Background Art 

As automotive design and technology evolve, 
more and more electronic accessories such as 
advanced audio systems, computers, and the like 
find their way into modem automobile instrument 
panels. Accommodation of such accessories in the 
instrument panels leaves little extra room for stor- 
age therein. Today's sophisticated automobile pur- 
chaser demands interior storage which often-times 
cannot be fulfilled by the traditional instrument pan- 
el glove compartment Thus, modem automotive 
interiors employ many diverse storage compart- 
ments such as bins and trays in such areas as the 
instrument panel, interior door panels, and center 
consoles located between the driver and passen- 
ger's seat 

Recently, automobile ceilings has been ex- 
plored as locations for storage compartments for 
such objects as garage door opener remote con- 
trols and the like. For the most part, such storage 
compartments have taken the form of after-market 
add-on (installed after the automobile is assem- 
bled) compartments which generally occupy space 
below the automobile's headliner. While such com- 
partments may offer some limited useful storage 
capacity, they detract significantly from the appear- 
ance of the automobile's interior since they disrupt 
the continuity of the color and texture of the head- 
liner fabric and thus have proven generally unac- 
ceptable for use in luxury and sophisticated, high 
performance automobiles. Moreover, in projecting 
downwardly from the vehicle's headliner, such add- 
on compartmentstake up significant amounts of for- 
ward headroom. 



Disclosure of Invention 

In accordance with the present invention, a 
spacious and attractive automobile storage console 
comprises a storage compartment disposed be- 
tween a motor vehicle headliner and the roof there- 
of. Thus, the space between the headliner and the 
roof is efficiently used for storage whereby the 
console intrudes only minimally into the vehicle's 
interior and thus takes up minimal headroom. The 



compartment is covered over the lower portion of 
the outer surface thereof with headliner material for 
enhanced visual appeal. In one embodiment, the 
console includes a single opening into the interior 

5 of the storage compartment, this opening being 
surrounded by a decorative bezel which clamps the 
headliner to the storage compartment and main- 
tains the registry of the openings in the headliner 
and storage compartment The storage compart- 

io ment may include a second opening which accom- 
modates an electrical accessory therein such as a 
courtesy light panel. 

In an alternate embodiment of the present in- 
vention, the storage compartment may comprise a 

15 pair of discrete bins which open to the sides of the 
console and are closable by sliding doors so that 
both the driver and front seat passenger of the 
motor vehicle have convenient access to storage 
within the console. 

20 In yet another embodiment of the present in- 
vention, the bezel is provided with a panel which 
forms a rear wall of the storage compartment and 
receives an auxiliary electrical outlet therein for 
powering such accessories as auxiliary lighting, 

25 audio equipment and the like. The bezel may also 
include a drop-down storage device such as a 
pivotable hanger for accommodating sun-glasses 
and the like. 

The compartment and bezel are conveniently 

30 formed by molding any of various suitable known 
plastics and are attached to the vehicle roof struc- 
ture at a central longitudinal rib and windshield 
header by any suitable means such as snap-fasten- 
ers or the like. 

35 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the overhead console of 
40 the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the overhead con- 
sole shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a sectioned elevation of the overhead 
console shown in Fig. 1 ; 
45 Fig. 3A is an enlargement of that portion of Fig. 
3 within circular line 3A; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a storage com- 
partment employed in the overhead console 
shown in Fig. 1; 
so Rg. 5 is an exploded perspective view of an 
alternate embodiment of the storage compart- 
ment employed in the overhead console of Rg. 
1; 

Rg. 6 is a plan view of a first alternate embodi- 
ment of the overhead console of the present 
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invention; 

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of the overhead con- 
sole shown in Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a sectioned elevation of the overhead 
console shown in Figs. 6 and 7; 5 
Fig. 8A is an enlargement of that portion of Fig. 
8 within circular line 8A; 

Fig. 8B is an enlargement of that portion of Fig. 
8 within circular line 8B; 

Fig. 9 is a plan view of a second alternate 10 
embodiment of the overhead console of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 10 is a side elevation of the overhead 
console shown in Fig. 9; and 
Rg. 11 is an exploded perspective view of a 75 
storage compartment employed in the overhead 
console shown in Figs. 9 and 10. 

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

20 

Referring to Figs. 1 through 3, the overhead 
console 5 of the present invention is shown at the 
forwardmost portion of an automobile ceiling 10. 
For reference purposes, the vehicle's sunvisors are 
shown in phantom at 15 and the forward edge of 25 
the roof at 17. 

As perhaps best seen in Figs. 3 and 4, the 
overhead console comprises a storage compart- 
ment 20 having a rear opening 25 therein. Storage 
compartment 20 is disposed between the vehicle's 30 
head liner 30 and the roof structure 35 which in- 
cludes exterior roof panel 40, centra], longitudinal 
reinforcing rib 45 and forward windshield header 
50. Thus the storage compartment occupies, and 
thus utilizes as useful storage space, that space 35 
between the roof structure 35 and the nominal 
headliner surface indicated by phantom line 55 
extending rearwardly from the surface of wind- 
shield header 50. This effective utilization of such 
space which, in the prior art, has been unused for 40 
storage, minimizes the intrusion of the console into 
the ceiling area of the vehicle's passenger com- 
partment and therefore, detracts minimally from 
useful headroom. 

Referring to Rg. 4, storage compartment 20 45 
comprises a wall structure molded from poly- 
propylene or an equivalent moldable material such 
as any of various known plastics. The wall structure 
includes a pair of generally parallel sidewalls 65, 
upper wall 70 with integral apertured mounting stud so 
73. and a lower wall 75 which supports articles 
stored within the console. A forward wall 80 having 
hole 82 therein, is provided with side extensions 85 
with holes 87 therein. Integral mounting brackets 
90 extend laterally from side extensions 85. Brack- 55 
ets 90 are apetured at 95 to receive suitable fas- 
teners such as snap-fasteners or the tike which are 
received within holes 95 and mating holes (not 



shown) in windshield header 50. The forwardmost 
ends of extensions 85 are connected by forward 
wall 100. 

As best seen in Rgs. 2 and 3, the console is 
covered over the lower portion of the outer surface 
thereof by headliner 30 which, during the manufac- 
ture thereof, may be molded to a shape to conform 
to the general form of the lower portion of compart- 
ment 20. The headliner includes an aperture in 
registry with aperture 25 in compartment 20, this 
registry being maintained by bezel 105 which is 
fixed to compartment 20 by means of the reception 
of snap-tabs 110 integrally molded into the edge of 
the bezel, within slots 115 disposed around the 
compartment 20 adjacent opening 25, thereby 
clamping the headliner between the compartment 
and the bezel. An accessory such as courtesy 
lamp module 130 is received within the opening 
defined by forward walls 80 and 100 and side 
extensions 85. Snap tabs 135 molded into the 
sides of the light module fit within holes 82 and 87 
in forward wall 80 and side extensions 85 to secure 
the light module in place in compartment 20. A 
decorative bezel 140 which is slightly larger than 
the opening in which the module fits, clamps the 
headliner between the bezel and compartment 20. 

Referring to Rg. 5, an alternate embodiment of 
the storage compartment is shown. While the stor- 
age compartment of Rgs. 3 and 4 was shown as 
being molded in a single piece, as for ease of 
manufacturability, a storage compartment having a 
separate upper wall may be desirable. As shown in 
Rg. 5, the forward and side walls of the storage 
compartment may be provided with integral snap 
hooks 140 which are received within mating slots 
145 molded in upper wall 150. Upper wall 150 may 
also be provided with a plurality of apertures 155 
therein which receive snap fasteners 160 to secure 
the upper wall to roof rib 45. The remainder of the 
compartment is essentially the same as that of Rg. 
4, including the same general arrangement for ac- 
commodating lamp module 130 and attaching the 
compartment to windshield header 50. 

Rgs. 6, 7 and 8 disclose a first alternate em- 
bodiment of the overhead console of the present 
invention. As in the embodiment illustrated in Rgs. 
1 through 5, in this alternate embodiment, the 
compartment occupies the space between the 
nominal headliner surface (illustrated by phantom 
line 55) and the roof structure of the vehicle there- 
by intruding minimally into the passenger compart- 
ment of the vehicle. The console is covered by the 
headliner along the lower portion of the outer sur- 
face thereof, thereby interrupting the visual continu- 
ity of the headliner to only a minimal extent The 
storage compartment accommodates lamp module 
130 or similar accessory in the same manner as 
illustrated and described hereinabove. 
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The principal difference between this first al- 
ternate embodiment and that of Figs. 1 through 5 
lies in bezel 200. Bezel 200 is fastened to the roof 
central rib by snap-fasteners 205 and to compart- 
ment 20 by snap hooks 210 integrally molded into 
a lower portion of the forwardmost edge of the 
bezel, the snap hooks being received within mating 
slots 220 adjacent the opening to compartment 20, 
clamping headliner between the bezel and the 
compartment in a manner similar to that described 
hereinabove. As best seen in Fig. 8, bezel 200 
includes a wall 230 which forms the rear wail of 
compartment 20. Wall 230 is apertured to receive 
an auxiliary electrical outlet 235 connected by suit- 
able wiring (not shown) to the vehicle's electrical 
system. Outlet 235 provides a convenient location 
to plug in such accessories as auxiliary audio 
equipment auxiliary lighting or the like. Bezel 200 
also includes an upper wall 240 by which the bezel 
is attached to the roofs central rib and which 
defines the upper boundaries of a storage compart- 
ment 245 which is closed by door 250. Door 250 
may include a latch which, when actuated by push- 
ing thereon, releases door 250 to pivot downwardly 
about edge 260 to expose the contents of compart- 
ment 245. Door 250 may be provided with hooks 
265 by which items such as sun glasses may be 
hung on to the interior of the door. 

As best seen in Fig. 3b, bezel 200 includes a 
rear wall 270 having integral teeth 280 and a con- 
tinuous shoulder 290 molded therein. The teeth 
and shoulder define a channel which receives a 
retainer 295 which, with shoulder 290 and teeth 
280 clamps the headliner 30 to the bezel. 

A second alternate embodiment of the present 
invention is shown in Figs. 9, 10 and 11. The 
overhead console 300 of this second alternate em- 
bodiment is, like that of the first two embodiments, 
space efficient occupying the space between the 
nominal headliner surface and the vehicle roof and 
is covered with the headliner along the lower por- 
tion of the outer surface thereof for enhanced visual 
appearance. Also like the overhead consoles illus- 
trated and described hereinabove, console 300 can 
accommodate light module or similar accessory 
130 and includes a rearward ly facing opening sur- 
rounded by a decorative bezel 310 which may also 
serve to clamp the headliner material between the 
bezel and compartment 320 (see Rg. 11). As best 
seen in Rg. 11, compartment 320 comprises a wall 
structure including mounting stud 330 and brackets 
335 for mounting the compartment to the roof 
center rib and windshield header in the manner 
described hereinabove. However, unlike the com- 
partments shown and described in conjunction with 
Rgs. 1 through 8, compartment 320 is formed with 
two oppositely opening discrete bins 340 and 345 
therein. Each of the bins is closed by a sliding door 



350. Doors 350 each include two rows of resilient 
tabs 355 molded therein and are slideably received 
in tracks defined by bezel 360, the back of an 
opposite bin (340 as shown in Rg. 11) and the 

5 compartment upper and lower walls. Bezel 360 
includes an integral guide 365 and snap-lock tabs 
370 which are received within mating apertures 375 
in the compartment walls. Tabs 355 urge door 350 
inwardly to prevent rattling of the door within the 

io tracks. As was the case with the bezels shown in 
the embodiments of Rgs. 1 through 8, bezel 360 
may also serve to clamp the headliner material 
between itself and compartment 320. As best 
shown in Rgs. 9 and 10, the two discrete compart- 

75 ments defined by the opposite opening bins allow 
convenient access to the interior of the console for 
the storage of personal items such as sun glasses 
and the Oke to both the driver and passenger of the 
motor vehicle. 

20 It will be appreciated that the overhead console 
of the present invention represents a significant 
improvement in automobile overhead storage. 
Since the console uses the room between the 
nominal headliner surface and the vehicle roof, it 

25 intrudes only minimally into the vehicle passenger 
compartment. Since the storage compartment is 
disposed above the headliner, it may be com- 
pletely covered by the headliner for enhanced aes- 
thetics. As set forth hereinabove, it may be pro- 

30 vided with a number of openings and doors facing 
rearward ly or sideways and may also be provided 
with such accessories as electric power outlets and 
auxiliary storage compartments. 

While a number of specific embodiments of 

35 this console have been disclosed, it will be appre- 
ciated that various modifications may be made to 
these consoles without departing from the present 
invention. For example, while the storage compart- 
ments have in some instances been shown to open 

40 rearwardly without doors or other closures, it will be 
appreciated that doors may be provided without 
departing from the invention. While various materi- 
als have been disclosed in an exemplary fashion, 
various other materials may of course be em- 

45 ployed. It is intended by the following claims to 
cover these and any other departures from these 
disclosed embodiments which fall within the true 
spirit of this invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 

so claimed is: 



Claims 

55 1. An overhead console for a motor vehicle or the 
like having a roof, the interior surface of which is 
covered by a headliner, said console including a 
compartment for the storage of objects therein and 
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characterized by: 

said compartment being disposed between said 
headliner and said vehicle roof such that said com- 
partment is covered over the lower portion of the 
outer surface thereof by said headliner, 5 
said compartment being provided with a first open- 
ing for access to the interior thereof, 
said headliner including a first opening therein, in 
registry with said first compartment opening; and 
a bezel for providing a decorative covering for the 10 
registry of said first compartment opening with said 
first headliner opening. 

2. The overhead console of Claim 1 characterized 
by: 

said compartment being provided with a second .75 
opening for accommodating an accessory there- 
within; 

said headliner including a second opening in regis- 
try with said second compartment opening. 

3. The overhead storage compartment of Claim 1 20 
or 2 characterized by said compartment including 
means thereon for mounting said compartment to 

said vehicle roof. 

4. The overhead console of Claim 3 characterized 

by said mounting means comprising at least one 25 
bracket, said bracket being apertured to receive a 
fastener therein for engagements with said com- 
partment and said vehicle roof. 

5. The overhead console of Claim 4 characterized 

by said fastener comprising a snap fastener. 30 

6. The overhead console of any one of claims 1 to 
5 characterized by: 

said compartment comprising a wall structure; and 
an auxiliary electrical power outlet received within 
and supported by said wall structure and acces- 35 
sible through said first opening. 

7. The overhead console of Claim 6 characterized 
by said electrical power outlet being received with- 
in and supported by a rear wall of said wail struc- 
ture, adjacent said first opening. 40 

8. The overhead console of Claim 6 or 7 character- 
ized by: 

said bezel including first and second openings 
therein; 

said first bezel opening being disposed in registry 45 
with said first compartment opening for access to 
the interior of said compartment and said auxiliary 
electrical power outlet; 

said bezel including means for storing objects 
therein, between said bezel and said vehicle roof, 50 
said second bezel opening being disposed in regis- 
try with said bezel storage means for access there- 
to. 

9. The overhead console of Claim 8 characterized 

by said bezel storage means comprising a pivota- 55 
ble hanger. 

10. The overhead console of any one of claims 1 to 
9 characterized by: 



said compartment being provided with a second 

opening for access to the interior thereof; 

said headliner including a second opening therein, 

in registry with said second compartment opening; 

and 

a second bezel for providing a decorative cover for 
the registry of said second compartment opening 
with said second headliner opening; 
said compartment being defined by a wall struc- 
ture, said first and second openings being dis- 
posed in opposed side walls, thereby facing a 
driver and front seat passenger of said motor ve- 
hicle. 

11. The overhead console of Claim 10 character- 
ized by: 

said compartment comprising first and second dis- 
crete bins; 

said first and second compartment openings pro- 
viding access to said first and second discrete bins 
respectively. 

12. The overhead console of Claim 10 or 11 char- 
acterized by said first and second openings being 
selectively closable by first and second sfideabie 
doors. 

13. The overhead console of Claim 12 character- 
ized by said first and second bezels including 
guides thereon, which, with said compartment, de- 
fine tracks within which said first and second doors 
are slideably received. 

14. The overhead console of Claim 13 character- 
ized by each of said first and second doors being 
provided with means thereon to prevent said doors 
from rattling within said tracks. 

15. The overhead console of Claim 14 character- 
ized by said rattling prevention means comprising 
at least one resilient tab extending outwardly from 
a corresponding door for biasing said door against 
a single side of a corresponding one of said tracks. 

16. The overhead console of any one of claims 1 to 
15 characterized by said bezel including means 
thereon for fastening said bezel to said compart- 
ment and clamping said headliner therebetween 
around the periphery of said first opening. 

17. The overhead compartment of Claim 16 char- 
acterized by said fastening means comprising a 
snap fastener. 
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